22    BURNING OF HUMAN BEINGS IN THE FIRES   CHAP.

spirit or spirit of vegetation.1 Are the other effigies, which
are burned in the spring and midsummer bonfires, susceptible
of the same explanation ? It would seem so. For just as
the fragments of the so-called Death are stuck in the fields
to make the crops grow, so the charred embers of the figure
burned in the spring bonfires are sometimes laid on the
fields in the belief that they will keep vermin from the crop.2
Again, the rule that the last married bride must leap over
the fire in which the straw-man is burned on Shrove Tuesday,
is probably intended to make her fruitful.3 But, as we have
seen, the power of blessing women with offspring is a special
attribute of tree-spirits ;4 it is therefore a fair presumption
that the burning effigy over which the bride must leap is a
representative of the fertilizing tree-spirit or spirit of vegeta-
tion. This character of the effigy, as representative of the
spirit of vegetation, is almost unmistakable when the figure is
composed of an unthreshed sheaf of corn or is covered from
head to foot with flowers.5 Again, it is to be noted that,
instead of a puppet, trees, either living or felled, are some-
times burned both in the spring and midsummer bonfires/'
Now, considering the frequency with which the tree-spirit is
represented in human shape, it is hardly rash to suppose that
when sometimes a tree and sometimes an effigy is burned in
these fires, the effigy and the tree are regarded as equivalent
to each other, each being a representative of the tree-spirit.
This, again, is confirmed by observing, first, that sometimes the
effigy which is to be burned is carried about simultaneously
with a May-tree, the former being carried by the boys, the
latter by the girls j"7 and, second, that the effigy is sometimes
tied to a living tree and burned with it.8 In these cases, we
can scarcely doubt, the tree-spirit is represented, as we have
found it represented before, in duplicate, both by the tree and
by the effigy. That the true character of the effigy as a
representative of the beneficent spirit of vegetation should
sometimes be forgotten, is natural. The custom of burning
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